
The Red Tail Report
Volume 16   Number 2 Red Tail Memorial Chapter 136                        April thru June 2026

News about the Air and Space Forces Association

PRESIDENT’SS REPORT 
We join the Commander-in-Chief in looking forward to celebraƟng the semi-quincentennial 
anniversary of the DeclaraƟon of Independence, or more simply, the 250th anniversary of 
the greatest naƟon the world has ever known. 
Later of course, we celebrate on Sept. 18 the 79th anniversary of the Air Force. We have 
come a long way and have much to celebrate. Before the September meeƟng, we will likely 
celebrate by dining together in ElevaƟon 89, the restaurant adjacent to the conference 
room in the Ocala Airport terminal where we meet. All members, of course, are welcome 
to join us.
Space Force members, of course,  can  join  us  and  we’ll  join them in celebraƟng their 
seventh anniversary on Dec. 20.
That said, I wish to tell you that our chapter is gaining energy. Monthly chapter meeƟngs, 
although poorly aƩended given that we now technically have more than 800 members, 

have become a dynamic exchange of ideas.  SuggesƟons  to improve aƩendance and  parƟcipaƟon  in  chapter 
acƟviƟes include moving monthly meeƟngs to other venues and sponsoring a major monthly acƟvity.  We are 
considering moving our monthly meeƟngs on a regular basis from Ocala Airport to somewhere in The Villages and 
the ROTC building at the University of Florida in Gainesville. We are reaching out to members at both locaƟons to 
access interest. If you have a suggesƟon, please contact a chapter officer. Our contact informaƟon is listed on 
page 2 of this newsleƩer.

The second suggesƟon concerns an annual acƟvity to prompt our esprit de corps and serve as a fundraiser. 
The chapter has sponsored three golf tournaments, all in Citrus County,  thanks to excepƟonally  hard work by 
Steve Hughes of Inverness. His health is slowing him down so the quesƟon is: can we conƟnue this project with 
him as an advisor? Will members step up to run a golf tournament or another successful venture. Revenue from 
past golf tournaments went 100 percent to the Wounded Airmen and Guardians Program. We would expect at 
least some revenue from future acƟviƟes to remain with the chapter. Again, your suggesƟons (and parƟcipaƟon) 
will be greatly appreciated.

Each month at our meeƟngs we welcome members who are new to our chapter within the last 30 days. Most 
recently, we welcomed and warmly welcome again Dennis PreweƩ of Branford; Larry R. Bird, The Villages; Louis 
Medeiros, Ocala; Sonia Negron, Ocala; and Stanley Kjekstad, Crystal River. We hope each will join us at the next 
meeƟng.

July in Florida is the occasion for the annual State AFA ConvenƟon. This year it is in Jacksonville July 17-19. 
Vice President Bruce GilleƩ, Chaplain/Secretary  Chappie  Kitchens  and  yours  truly  plan  to aƩend.   We  are 
parƟcularly proud of Bruce and Chappie. Bruce because he has taken a leading  role  in  advocacy,  one  of  the 
primary missions of the Air & Space Forces AssociaƟon, and Chappie because he also is the State and NaƟonal 
AFA Chaplain. The convenƟon is open to all members, so we’ve included a registraƟon form later in this news-
leƩer.

Aim High!

Ben Langer



AeroSpace Education 
 Terry Dickensheet  
 4217 103rd Ln 
 Belleview, FL   34420 
 386-523-4154 
 tidickensheet@gmail.com 
 
Communication 
 Ben Langer 
 4005 N Hachet Cir 
 Lecanto FL   34465 
 571-344-5100 
 BenALanger@aol.com 
 
Membership 
 Ben Langer 
 4005 N Hachet Cir 
 Lecanto FL   34465 
 571-344-5100 
 BenALanger@aol.com 
 
Civil Air Patrol 
 Vacant 
 
Community Partners 
 Vacant 
 
 
 
 
 

Government Affairs 
 Bruce Gillet 
 8947 SW 104 Cir 
 Ocala FL 34481 
 407-566-8486 
 bdgretired@gmail.com 
 
Veteran Affairs 
 Marion County 
 Bruce Gillet 
 8947 SW 104 Cir 
 Ocala FL 34481 
 407-566-8486 
 bdgretired@gmail.com 
 Citrus County 
 Corey Fossbender 
 Corey.fossbender@gmail.com 
 
Webmaster 
 Corey Fossbender 
 Corey.fossbender@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter Editor 
 Rob Price 
 flyby@embarqmail.com 
 
Chaplain 
 Randall “Chappie” Kitchens 
      randallekitchens@gmail.com  

AFA FLORIDA STATE OFFICERS 
 
 PRESIDENT 
   Mike Liquori 
   fl.president@afa.org 
 EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 
   Mac MacAloon 
   MMacAloon.EBOD@afa.org 
 SECRETARY 
   Tom Carney 
   tscarney58@gmail.com 
 TREASURER 
   Sharon Branch 
   branchafa@gmail.com 







TTHEE U.S.. AIRFORCEE HASS AA NAVYY  ??? 
     Yes, the Air force has a navy.  It’s called the Tyndall Navy.  It started in 1957. The U.S. Air Force 
began operating a small fleet of Missile Range Instrumentation Ships at the missile test ranges.

    The first twelve Atlantic Missile Range ships were modified WWII cargo vessels.  Six ships were 
retired in 1964 when the USAF transferred these six ships to the USNS, 

    The US Air Force still operates a small fleet of drone recovery  vessels  nicknamed  the "Tyndall 
Navy".  These six ships recover pieces of wreckage from drones and aerial targets from the waters 
of the Gulf of America. The largest of these vessels are three 120-foot ships operated by the 82nd 
Aerial Targets Squadron, which  is  based  at  Tyndall  AFB, Florida. 

Over the years the USAF has operated 24 other ships, some larger then the current fleet.  All since 
retired.

The following ships are still operated by the USAF.   

At Pituffice Base in Greenland (Formally Thule AB); “The Rising Star”;  a  special designed ice 
breaking tug boat

At Tyndall AFB: 3 120ft recovery vessels, 2 smaller boats.  See below”

Aerospace Education
Presentations for the AFJROTC CADETS OF THE YEAR were presented in  
April.  The chapter was at  Forest High School,  North Marion High School,  
Belleview High School, Bucholz High School and Citrus High School to make 
the presentations.  In addition the Teacher of the Year award was presented 
to Judith Rickett; a math and physics teacher (grades 9-12) at North Marion 
High School on May 11, 2026.  Right: Terry Dickensheet presented Cadet Savanna 
Ramsdell the outstanding cadet award.

VISIT OUR WEBPAGE:  REDTAIL.AFA.ORG



 



NNoo Deathss too Report 

Alexander R. Clawson

Anthony Dahm

Arthur Oxner

Becky Hunt

Dennis Prewett

Edward J. Smith

Eric A Beshore

John E. Clark

John H. Barr

Joseph E Stewart

Kathleen Benton

Marcus L. Sherill

NEW MEMBERS

July 16, 2026

August 20, 2026

September 17, 2026

October 15, 2026

Subject to Change

19000 HOURS

1. What  is the smallest US Air Force Base by 
size?

2. Who was the 1st Female Thunderbird Pi-
lot?

1.Los Angeles AFB in Sugundo, CA; 113 Acres

2. Nicole Malachowski, 2005 (#3 right win; Flew 2005 & 
2006 Seasons

Michael Hutto

Renny Edelson

Robert Shaw

Russell Burkett 

Stanley A Kiekstad

Ted Stanley

Terryl Parry

Dennis Prewett

Larry R Bird

Louis Mederios

Sonia Negron

Stanley A.Kjekstad

2026 AFA Florida Convention   July 17-18, 2026 In-Person Event 

2026 National Convention   September 12 to 13, 2026 Virtual and In-Person Event 

2026 Air, Space & Cyber Conference September 14 to 16, 2026 Virtual and In-Person Event 

Ocala   Airport   Terminal 
Conference Room

HOW TO DOWNLOAD SAMPLE ELECTION BALLOT IN MARION COUNTY

www.votemarion.gov/326/View-My-Sample-Ballot



RRedd Taill  Memoriall Chapterr 136 
Airr && Spacee Forcess Association 
40055 NN Hatchett Cir 
Beverlyy Hillss  FLL   34465 

VISIT OUR WEBPAGE:  REDTAIL.AFA.ORG


